IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) roam A foam throttle for a tap for removing liquid from a 
container comprising: 

a sle e ve mad e of p l astic, in which a piston i s guid e d, and wh i ch has a passage 
opening for th e liquid, wh i ch th e piston seals off t i ght l y i n a lock i ng posit i on, in which i t is 
moved in, and r ele as e s i n a r e mov i ng posit i on, i n wh i ch it i s mov e d out, and a hood that 
can b e s e t onto the s le ev e in front of th e passage op e n i ng, which cov e rs th e passage 
op e ning, wh i ch enc l oses a labyrinth channe l , tog e ther with th e sl ee v e , wh i ch chann e l i s 
op e n at on e e nd, towards the interior of th e contain e r, and e nds in the passage op e n i ng 
at the other e nd a sleeve made of plastic which has a passage opening for the liquid to be 
removed from the container: 

a piston guided in said sleeve and which is movable between a locking position, in 
which it is moved in to tightly seal off said passage opening and a removing position in 
which it is moved out to permit release of the liquid: and 

a hood disposed on said sleeve in front of said passage opening so that it covers 
said passage opening, wherein said hood together with said sleeve define and enclose a 
labyrinth channel having two ends, one of which is an open end which opens towards the 
interior of the container and other of which ends in said passage opening and wherein said 
hood is partially cylindrical and spans a circular arc of more than 180° . 
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2. (Currently Amended) roam The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
[[the]] said labyrinth channel has a meander-shaped progression. 

3. (Currently Amended) roam The foam throttle according to claim 1, wherein: 
said sleeve has an outer end and an inner end and [[the]] said open end of [[the]] 

said labyrinth channel is located close to [[the]] said outer end of [[the]] said sleeve. 

4. (Currently Amended) roam The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said sleeve has an inner mantle and an outer mantle and [[the]] said labyrinth 

channel is configured on [[the]] sajd outer mantle of [[the]] said sleeve. 

5. (Currently Amended) Foam The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said hood has an inner mantle and an outer mantle and [[the]] said labyrinth 

channel is configured on [[the]] sajd inner mantle of [[the]] said hood. 

6. (Currently Amended) Fot*m The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said hood further comprises a tapping bore that passes through said hood and 

wherein [[the]] sajd labyrinth channel ends in [[a]] sajd tapping bore through th e hood . 

7. (Currently Amended) Foam The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
[[the]] said hood has a face and said labyrinth channel runs out on [[a]] sajd face 

of [[the]] sajd hood. 



8. (Currently Amended) roam The foam throttle according to claim 1 , wherein: 
[[the]] sa]d hood can be clipped onto [[the]] sajd sleeve. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) The foam Foam throttle according to claim 1, wherein: 
[[the]] sajd sleeve is provided with ribs on its sajd outer mantle[[,]] and that the said 
hood has recesses that fit over [[the]] said ribs. 

12. (New) A foam throttle for a tap for removing liquid from a container comprising: 

a sleeve made of plastic which has a passage opening for the liquid to be removed 
from the container and wherein said sleeve has an inner mantle and an outer mantle and 
is provided with ribs on its said outer mantle; 

a piston guided in said sleeve and which is movable between a locking position, in 
which it is moved in to tightly seal off said passage opening and a removing position, in 
which it is moved out to permit release of the liquid; and 

a hood disposed on said sleeve in front of said passage opening so that it covers 
said passage opening, wherein said hood together with said sleeve define and enclose a 
labyrinth channel having two ends, one of which is an open end which opens towards the 



interior of the container and other of which ends in said passage opening and wherein said 
hood has recesses that fit over said ribs. 

13. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 
said labyrinth channel has a meander-shaped progression. 

14. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said sleeve has an outer end and an inner end and said open end of said labyrinth 
channel is located close to said outer end of said sleeve. 

15. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said labyrinth channel is configured on said outer mantle of said sleeve. 

16. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said hood has an inner mantle and an outer mantle and said labyrinth channel is 
configured on said inner mantle of said hood. 

17. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said hood further comprises a tapping bore that passes through said hood and 
wherein said labyrinth channel ends in said tapping bore. 

18. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said hood has a face and said labyrinth channel runs out on said face of said hood. 
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1 9. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 
said hood can be clipped onto said sleeve. 

20. (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 
said hood is fully cylindrical. 

21 . (New) The foam throttle according to claim 12, wherein: 

said hood is partially cylindrical and spans a circular arc of more than 180°. 
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